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agents- of all those sections of French opinion (on the Left and on
the Right) which despaired of their country the moment that con-
tinued faith seemed likely to be costly.
These men, these sections of all classes in France, can build
nothing;' their authority will more and more depend on direct
German and Italian support. They will make their excuses; Marshal
Petain has dreams, so it is said, of " restoring order,31 of undoing the
evil things done In the last twenty years. Such dreams haunted the
mind of another and less distinguished Marshal, Bazaine, besieged
in Metz, thought more of restoring order than of aiding the
amateur armies that Gambetta was creating out of nothing. When
he was court-martialled he defended his inaction on the ground that
there was no legitimate authority In France to which he owed
obedience. The President of the Court was a Prince of the Blood,
and it was to the Due d'Aumale that it fell to give the answer to
Marshal Bazaine and, in anticipation, to that other Marshal who
has accepted for France a position of Ignominy she has not known
since the Treaty of Troyes. "Monsieur le marechal, il y avail la
France." There is France; it Is to that eternal France which we
should appeal, to military honour as well as to the powerful rational
case against this fantastic trust in Hitler and Mussolini. To that
France through all adversity, and till the day of her resurrection,
our friendship will perpetually be extended.